
 

The two guitarists take the opportunity on “Father 

And Son” to explore and to exploit these multiple 

possibilities to the full: “Irish Vagabond” combines full-
on Irish folk music with Arabic elements. “Mistral” is 
rhythmically punchy, almost like a rock tune, and also has 
echoes of Al Di Meola. In this tune Ulf Wakenius recounts 
an experience he had while on tour with Youn Sun Nah. At 
the Avignon Festival, a powerful wind from the South 
“almost blew me off the stage, so I decided to write a song 
about it.” Their “Eleanor Rigby” is captivating; as they 
honour the Beatles, they achieve a sonority remarkably 
close to a string quartet. “Paco’s Delight” pays tribute to the 
unforgettable Paco de Lucía, but their Spanish flamenco 
technique is also imbued with the buoyancy and verve of 
Django Reinhardt’s Hot Club swing. With their arrangement 
of the jazz-fusion classic “Birdland”, Ulf and Eric Wakenius 
remember another of the pantheon of musical immortals, 
Joe Zawinul. And finally, Eric Wakenius takes the listener by 
surprise as a highly persuasive singer in the album's title 
track by Cat Stevens, which deals with a tricky father-son 
relationship. “Eric and I are luckier - we don't have those 
problems,” says Ulf Wakenius. The song also justifies its 
place in the selection because Cat Stevens has a Swedish 
mother and a close connection to Sweden.  
  

Since this album is a family matter, it feels natural for 
both men to show their affection for their native country. 
They do that in a respectful, Nordic and melancholy way in 
“Meine schöne Heimat / Vem kan segla förutan vind”, but 
they also remember the most significant Swedish jazz 
musician of recent times, Esbjörn Svensson who died so 
tragically early. Ulf Wakenius was the first musician to do a 
tribute album (“Love is Real”) in 2008, while the pianistic 
genius Svensson was still alive. That was an album full of 
surprise; the ways Wakenius found to bring the e.s.t. 
compositions so convincingly into the sphere of the guitar 
were astonishing. The medley of “Dodge The Dodo” and 
“When God Created The Coffee Break” which Eric and Ulf 
play as a duet here is stupendous. And it all sounds far 
easier than it is. As Wakenius has remarked: “to master an 
acoustic guitar is really to tame a beast, but if you succeed, 
the rewards are tremendous!” In “Father And Son”, the 
listener can now also reap those remarkably rich rewards. 
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One Father, One Son, Two Guitars 
  
“He plays the guitar like he was born with it already 

in his hands” was how John McLaughlin once praised Ulf 
Wakenius. What is true for the father might be even more 
true for Ulf’s guitarist son Eric, who probably was quite 
literally born with one….  
  
“Eric really is a blessing”, says Ulf Wakenius. “We have 
shared many concerts all over the world and it has always 
been a pure joy!” So the time is clearly right to document 
this family saga: “Father And Son” is a virtuoso 
conversation in the art of contemporary jazz guitar. This duo 
can launch into swing mode, or strut out towards rock, they 
are capable of being both lyrical and percussively extrovert, 
they can dream ballads or go at breakneck speed. And 
whether they are telling tales of exotic lands or 
contemplating their native Sweden, the pair — with their 
instinct for atmosphere, their sensitivity to acoustics and 
balance — make soul-stirring, affecting and compelling 
music, in which the listener can detect the closeness of 
their connection to each other.  
 
The musical backgrounds of father and son are very 

different. Ulf Wakenius had ten years as a member of the 
Oscar Peterson Quartet and also worked with the two 
legends of the bass, Ray Brown and Niels-Henning Ørsted 
Pedersen. He is known for his collaborations with great jazz 
figures such as Pat Metheny, Michael Brecker and Michel 
Legrand, and of course for his work with the singer Youn 
Sun Nah. He is not just one of the most busy and in-
demand players, but also the most creative jazz guitarists of 
our era. His son Eric, by contrast was born in 1988 and 
surrounded as a teenager by the rock and pop music of the 
nineties. After that, he spent a lot of time in Los Angeles, 
where he picked up many different stylistic directions from 
that city’s musical melting pot. “He has played a lot of 
electric guitar”, explains Wakenius, “but — like me — he 
has fallen in love with the acoustic guitar and its many 
possibilities.” 
 



 

01 Intro: Birdland [excerpt] (Joe Zawinul) 1:09 
02 Irish Vagabond (Ulf Wakenius) 6:10 

03 Meine schöne Heimat / Vem kan segla förutan vind 

     (traditional) 2:55 

04 Mistral (Ulf Wakenius) 5:24 

05 Once Upon A Time In America (Ennio Morricone) 3:08 
06 Paco's Delight (Ulf Wakenius) 3:37 
07 Scarborough Fair (traditional) 2:06 

08 Dodge The Dodo / When God Created The Coffee Break 

    (Esbjörn Svensson, Dan Berglund & Magnus Öström) 3:53 
09 Eleanor Rigby (John Lennon & Paul McCartney) 4:55 
10 Father And Son (Cat Stevens: Yusuf Islam) 4:23 
11 Birdland (Joe Zawinul) 6:44 
 

Bonus Track:  
12 Help The Poor (Charles Singleton) 5:44 
 
 
Produced by Ulf Wakenius 
 
Recorded by Lars Nilsson at Nilento Studios,  
Kållered (Gothenburg), September 3, 2016 
Mixed and mastered by Lars Nilsson 
 

 

Cover art by Daniel Richter, Living the dream (detail), 2010, 
with the kind permission of the artist 
 
 
Ulf Wakenius on ACT (selection): 
Jazz at Berlin Philharmonic: Lost Hero – Tears for Esbjörn (ACT 9815-2),  
Momento Magico (ACT 9565-2), Vagabond (ACT 9523-2),  
Logos (ACT 9822-2), Love Is Real (ACT 9459-2) 
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Ulf Wakenius / acoustic guitar 
Eric Wakenius / acoustic guitar & vocals 

 
 

Auenstraße 47, 80469 München, Germany 
Phone +49 89 72 94 92 0, Fax +49 89 72 94 92 11 
e-mail: info@actmusic.com 
Visit our website at http://www.actmusic.com 

Father And Son 
ACT 9843-2  
 Photo: Lennart Sjöberg 

 

Distributor: 

Naxos (US) 
A&N Music (GR) 

Andante Music (RO) 
Apostrophe (RU) 

C&L Records (KR) 
Divyd (SK) 

Dukyan Meloman (BG) 
New Arts Int. (Benelux) 

DC Comp (UA) 
edelkultur (DE & AT) 

Egea (I) 
Equinox Music (TR) 

GIGI Distribution (PL) 
Gramofon (BA) 

Harmonia Mundi (FR) 
Harmonia Mundi (UK) 

Intek (SI+HR) 
Jassics (ZA) 

Jazz World (HK) 
Rūdninkų Knygynas (LT) 

Karonte (ES & PT) 
Musikkoperatorene (NO) 

Musikvertrieb (CH) 
Naxos (SE/FI) 

Outside Distribution (CA) 
One-Hifi (RS) 

Planet MGM Distribution (AU) 
Southbound Records (NZ) 

Sundance (DK) 
Shun Cheong (HK) 

King International Inc. (JP) 
2HP (CZ) 

 
Kontor New Media GmbH (digital) 

 


