
 

 
 
The task: To capture the lifetime achievements, and the essential essence of the best ACT-artists. The solution: 
ACT Signature Editions. Much more than a usual “Best Of” album, on these double CD-sets the musicians 
themselves picked out 24 pieces, which they feel represent the most important, significant and personal selections 
from their repertoire. Remastered and given the best possible post-production. An excellent introduction for 
established fans as well as newcomers, who have yet to discover the musicians and their art… 
 
 
French guitarist Nguyên Lê, born in 1959, is an exceptional jazz musician in many regards; he was born (and still 
lives) in Paris to Vietnamese parents and is still strongly connected to the musical traditions of his heritage. He 
studied and graduated in Visual Arts and Philosophy, but as a musician he is something of a latecomer, a 
selftaught guitarist who began to play drums at 15 before later switching to guitar and electric bass. Lê’s first steps 
in the music business came in 1983 with the Afro-Caribbean Ethno-Group Ultramarine, and in 1987 he was 
awarded a place in the renowned Orchestre National du Jazz – the starting point for an outstanding career.  
 
 
His first album as a leader, Miracles, was released in 1990, and from then onwards he played with almost every 
outstanding European jazz musician and became regular soloist with the WDR Big Band. Being a natural 
workaholic Lê founded several bands and ensembles, of which the powerful trio E_L_B (Peter Erskine, Lê and 
Michel Benita) and his “Jimi Hendrix Project” are probably his most famous and successful. 
 
 
Nguyên Lê opens his Signature Edition with a kind of prelude: the previously unreleased track “Magic Constant” 
introduces the listener to his incomparable musical kingdom, full of very different landscapes. “I am the personified 
fusion of cultures,” once he said, and his compositions and interpretations certainly combine forms, styles and 
elements in a previously unknown, unheard way. There are pure classic adaptations (for instance on the traditional 
“Lo Rossinyol”) as well as abstract clusters of contemporary music; many pieces are defined by Vietnamese music 
traditions: By its - for Western people - unfamiliar harmonies, by the archaic sounds of the traditional one-string-
instrument Dan Bau, and by the mystical, haunting voice of Huong Thanh, with whom Lê has made four albums for 
ACT.  
 
 
On the other side there is Lê’s great love of rock, quite normal for an electric guitar virtuoso and brought to bear 
on his stunning versions of Jimi Hendrix’s “Voodoo Child”. On the second previously unreleased track included 
here, “Louxor Dance”, Lê experiments with ambient music and trip-hop, although like most of his compositions it is 
still held together by jazzy frames, open enough to allow him to surge naturally into Algerian, Turkish or even 
Indian musical traditions. The term “world music”, widely misused to describe non-Western and fusion music of any 
kind, finds it’s true and complete meaning with Nguyên Lê. 
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The CD:  
The NGUYÊN LÊ Signature Edition – Double CD – ACT 6004-2 
 
Line Up: 
With Huong Thanh, Vince Mendoza, Paolo Fresu, Paul McCandless, Michel Benita, Renaud Garcia-Fons, Marc 
Johnson, Peter Erskine, Terri Lyne Carrington and many more 
 
Tracklisting: 
 
CD 1:      CD 2: 
01 Magic Constant *    01 Dding Dek 
02 Sangam     02 Encanto 
03 Lo Rossinyol     03 L'Arkha Li Jeya 
04 Weaving & Awaiting    04 Ifrikyia 
05 Kokopanitsa     05 Foow 
06 Zafaran     06 Dance Of The Comet 
07 Louxor Dance *    07 The Wind Blew It Away 
08 Totsu!     08 The Black Horse 
09 Snow On A Flower    09 Lupi Pilu 
10 Cold Winter, Faraway Land   10 Miss One 
11 Voodoo Child    11 Miracles 
12 Sao Sen     12 U Song 
 
* previously unreleased 
 
Total time: 69:23    Total time: 77:58 
 
Music personally selected by Nguyên Lê, recorded between 1989 – 2009. Signature Edition produced by Nguyên 
Lê. Excecutive Producer: Siegfried Loch. Compilation mastered by Klaus Scheuermann in January 2010.  
Cover painting by Carl-Henrik Wigren, 2009 
 
ACT Signature Editions: 
Ulf Wakenius Signature Edition (ACT 6005-2) 
Lars Danielsson Signature Edition (ACT 6006-2) 
Wolfgang Haffner Signature Edition (ACT 6007-2) 
 
Distributors:  
edel:kultur (DE / AT), Musikvertrieb (CH), Challenge Records Int. (Benelux), Harmonia Mundi (FR), A&N Music (GR), 
Harmonia Mundi (UK), Bonnier Amigo Music Group (SE/FI), Allegro-Nail Distribution (US), Andante Music (RO), 
Apostrophe (RU), AS Jahipaun (EE), C&L Records (KR), CD Bar (HU), Dargil (PT), DC Comp (UA), Outside 
Distribution (CA), Divyd (SK), Dukyan Meloman (BG), Egea (I), Equinox Music (TR), GIGI Distribution (PL), 
Gramofon (BA), Intek (SI+HR), Jassics (ZA), Jazzworld (HK), JSC "Bomba" (LT), Karonte (ES), Musikklosen (NO), 
One-Hifi (RS), Planet MGM Distribution (AU), Southbound Records (NZ), Sundance (DK), Videoarts Music Inc. (JP), 
2HP (CZ) 
 

 

 
Ehrengutstrasse 28, 80469 München, Germany 
Phone +49 89 72 94 92 0, Fax +49 89 72 94 92 11 
e-mail: info@actmusic.com 
Visit our website at http://www.actmusic.com 
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